

D E C O D E  T H E  L A B E L


1. Born in the Egyptian metropolis of Alexandria, circa 355 A.D., 
Hypatia (high-PAY-shia) was of Greek descent and is the �rst woman 
recognized as one of antiquity’s foremost astronomers, mathematicians, 
and philosophers. 


2. Hypatia established her reputation by writing commentaries on 
ancient scienti�c texts and eventually became head of the Mouseion 
(moo-SAY-on), a vast campus of higher learning. She was especially 
passionate about philosophy and combined its inquiries with scienti�c 
principles, a  mode of critical thought that drew students from 
throughout the world to study with her.


3. Several chroniclers of Hypatia’s time have referred to both her genius 
and singular beauty, the latter imagined by the illustrator Jules Maurice 
Gaspard (1862-1919) in this 1908 engraving. Aware of the e�ect that a 
woman’s allure could have on an all-male student body, Hypatia went to 
great lengths to suppress any romantic emotions that might interfere 
with her teaching goals. 


4. “Reserve your right to think,” Hypatia urged, “for even to think 
wrongly is better than not to think at all.” So strong was Hypatia’s 
belief in everyone’s right to learn that she developed the habit of 
driving her carriage through Alexandria’s diverse neighborhoods and 
then randomly stopping to deliver talks in a manner be�tting her 
audience.


5. Hypatia’s horri�c murder in 415 A.D. was due to a feud between 
two political rivals, one of whom spread vicious rumors about 
Hypatia being a sorceress out of jealousy for her reputation. He 
incited a mob that attacked her on the street during one of her 
teaching excursions. For one so devoted to Alexandria’s welfare, the 
treachery of Hypatia’s death is inexplicable.


6. �e rich red color of our Rubi Amaro is obtained through a 
method discovered by the Aztecs and Maya of Mesoamerica more 
than �ve centuries ago: harvesting and drying female cochineal 
beetles from prickly pear cacti pads and then crushing them into 
the pigment called “carmine.” Because it’s safe and long-lasting, 
carmine is a coloring frequently used in both the food and cosmetic 
industries. 


7. Makers of amaro are very secretive about their recipes, which 
have been passed down through many family generations. We’re no 
less guarded about our blend, but we’d like to share one special 
ingredient that adds subtlety to Hypatia Rubi Amaro—the stems of 
the highly aromatic Clone 777 Pinot Noir from Alexander Valley in 
Sonoma County.


8. Given Hypatia’s expert knowledge of astronomy, it’s �tting that 
our label’s background is �lled with celestial representations. Yet her 
name itself is the most apt reference in that she lived up to its 
meaning—“Hypatia” is derived from hypatos, the Greek word for 
“the highest.” 
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